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1. DELEGATIONS FROM 25 LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN NATIONS 
MET YESTERDAY, JULY 29, IN PANAMA TO CONSIDER THE FOUNDING 
OF A SISTEMA ECONOMICO LATINOAMERICANO (SELA), A LATIN 
AMERICAN ECONOMIC SYSTEM. ATTENDING WERE: ARGENTINA, 
BARBADOS, BOLIVIA, BRAZIL, COLOMBIA, CHILE, COSTA RICA, CUBA, 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, ECUADOR, EL SALVADOR, GRENADA, GUATEMALA, 
GUAY ANA, HAITI, HONDURAS, JAMAICA, MEXICO, NICARAGUA, PARAGUAY, 
PANAMA, PERU, TRINIDAD, TOBAGO, URUGUAY AND VENEZUELA. 

2. MEETING IS SCHEDULED TO CONCLUDE THIS SATURDAY, AUGUST 2. 

FIRST TWO DAYS ARE PRELEMINARY SESSIONS AND WILL BE DEVOTED 
TO TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS. THESE WILL PRODUCE A REPORT TO BE 
PRESENTED TO CHIEFS OF DELEGATIONS OF THE VARIOUS COUNTRIES 
WHO WILL CONVENE ON THURSDAY, JULY 31, TO OPEN THEMINISTERIAL 
LEVEL MEETINGS. ALL WORKING SESSIONS ARE CLOSED TO 

PRESS AND PUBLIC. PANAMA ELECTED PRESIDENT OF 
PRELIMINARY MEETINGS, JAMAICA AND GUATEMALA CHOSEN VICE- 
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3. PANAMA'S MINISTER OF ECONOMY AND PLANNING, NICOLAS 
BARLETTA, OPENED THE INAUGURAL SESSION OF THE PRELIMINARY 
MEETINGS. BEYOND PROFFERING DELEGATES PANAMA'S WELCOME 
AND HOSPITALITY. HIS SPEECH NOTABLE ONLY FOR HIGH PLATITUDE 
COUNT. HE GAVE NO DEFINITION OF SELA S PURPOSE, OTHER THAN 
THAT ECONOMIC UNITY AMONG MEMBER NATIONS WILL PROMOTE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF SAME. HE LAUDED CONTRIBUTION OF 
OTHER LA REGIONAL ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS, 
STATED THAT SELA DID NOT INTEND TO DUPLICATE THEIR EFFORTS, 
BUT GAVE NO HINT AS TO HOW. DECLARED SELA NOT ANTAGONISTIC 
TO ANYONE, DID NOT RPT NOT MENTION U.S. IN THIS CONTEXT OR 
IN ANY OTHER. 

JORDEN 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED ALL ARA POSTS. 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETINGS, ECONOMIC INTEGRATION, REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 30 JUL 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975PANAMA04587 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750262-1195 
From: PANAMA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1975078/aaaaahcj.tel 

Line Count: 77 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 SEP 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <26 NOV 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: SELA I 

TAGS: ECIN, PINT, XM, XL, SELA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



